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Section 1 – Campus overview 

Bacchus Marsh Grammar has established a unique rural facility at Staughton Vale, just 20 minutes to 

the south-west of our Maddingley Campus. 

Located on 200 acres, the stunning campus is on the fringe of the Brisbane Ranges National Park, the 

township of Anakie. The site enjoys extensive views of the City of Melbourne, the You Yangs Regional 

Park and Port Phillip Bay. As well as providing an area in which significant native wildlife congregate 

the site has extensive fertile pastures, orchards, dams and forest suitable for a range of activities. 

The campus commenced in 2017 and as it develops it will play a central role in the life and experiences 

of Bacchus Marsh Grammar. It has already given our students unmatched opportunities to experience 

all the advantages of a rural campus in close proximity to where they live. 

Many of our students are from urbanised areas so Staughton Vale helps provide an even more 

rounded education. It will enable them to be close to nature, get their hands dirty and experience the 

opportunities presented in an enriched curriculum. 

While Staughton Vale’s curriculum has had a Middle School emphasis, the campus is evolving in a 

schoolwide resource which fulfills the following key objectives across all year levels: Personal Growth 

& Leadership, Environmental Awareness and Food Sustainability. 

Staughton Vale will continue to provide a unique and engaging setting for the development of lifelong 

skills such as collaboration, initiative, calculating risk and developing resilience, through the 

application of the School Values. We are confident that all students will embrace the challenges 

offered by Staughton Vale and grow to love the facility and what it offers. 

The Staughton Vale Campus offers a unique outdoor learning environment, providing opportunities 

for students to engage in hands on learning activities that are engaging, challenging, expand 

knowledge of food sustainability and connects them to the natural environment. These rich learning 

experiences support and enhance the curriculum. 
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Section 2 – Site Plan 
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Section 3 – Historical usage (2017 – 2020) 
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Section 4 – Program Activity summary for 2023 

   



 

7 
 

 

 



 

8 
 

 

 



 

9 
 

 

 

 



 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 
 

Section 5 – Daily Program structure 

Time Activity 

9.15am Bus departure from 
Maddingley/Woodlea Campus 

9.45am Arrival at Staughton Vale Campus 

9.45 – 10.00am Welcome, safety briefing and gaiters 
training and fitting. 

10 to 11am Activity #1 

11 to 11.30am Recess 

11.30 to 12.30 Activity #2 

12.30 to 1 pm Lunch 

1pm to 2pm Activity #3 

2pm to 2.15pm Clean up, reflection and board buses 

2.45pm Arrive back to School 

 

  



 

12 
 

Section 6 – Camp Activity summary for 2023 

Program Bush Walk (60 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students walk across and along our established walkways navigating our bushland, 
pastures and diverse ecosystems. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓  ✓    ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Health and PE 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 
✓ Personal and Social Skills 

 

Program Team Building Games (60 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students are challenged as a team, to build trust, breakdown barriers and 
effectively communicate with the groups challenges. Orientation of the farm 
facilities takes place to support health and safety precautions. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓  ✓   ✓   

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Health and PE 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 
✓ Personal and Social Skills 

 

Program Macro Invertebrates (60 – 120 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students investigate our dams and waterways to sample and test what macro 
invertebrates are tolerant in our dams. They are often then able to determine the 
health of the water 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓     ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Science 
✓ The Humanities 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 

Program Garden Tour (60 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students will explore the beautiful orchards and veggie patch and discover why 
gardens are so important and how they connect a community. They will make 
connections to the land geology and history of the area from Waderrung to 
European settlement assisting in demonstrating people and place to environment. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

     ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ The Humanities 
✓ Intercultural capabilities 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 
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Program Leaf litter Critters (60 – 120 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students use resources and tools to collect critters and bugs from specific 
ecosystems around the farm. Students then have a first hand experience to discus, 
identify and involve themselves in food webs and habitats and ecosystems 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓   ✓   ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 
✓ The Arts 
✓ Science 

 

Program Water and Soil Testing (45 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students use test kits to determine the health of the waterways and soil areas 
around the farm. Determine salinity, temperature, toxicity, pH, colour, turbidity and 
texture. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

  ✓     

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ The Humanities 
✓ Science 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 

 

Program Paddock to Plate (60 – 120 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students use the hot house, garden and orchard to grow food and harvest. They 
can then head to the kitchen to learn how to use and sustain themselves using their 
home grown produce. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓      

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Science 
✓ The Humanities 
✓ Personal and Social Capabilities 

 

Program Indigenous Games 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students engage in games from history. Investigating how these games were 
designed, students teach each other how to take part in a number of different 
games, using the land and resources available. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

     ✓  

✓ Health and PE 
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Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Intercultural Understanding 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 

 

Program Mandalas 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Student wander the property collecting sticks, twigs leaves, and twigs to create 
artwork in a spiral formation on the campus grounds. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

     ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ The Arts 
✓ Humanities 

 

Program Yabbying (60 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students head to the dam to fish for Yabbys. Using resources and tools to discover 
these native crustaceans 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

 ✓      

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Science 
✓ The Humanities 

 

Program Scats and Wildlife monitoring (120 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students use clues around the property and the wildlife cameras to identify native 
and introduced species found in Staughton Vale 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

     ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ The Humanities 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 
✓ Personal and Social Capabilities 

 

Program Wildlife (60 mins) 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students enjoy time in Science rooms, using samples and taxidermy animals to 
explore the local flora and forna 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

     ✓  

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Science 
✓ Ethical Understanding 
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Program Observatory (30 mins) – Night time Activity 

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description Students are able to use telescopes to view the night sky from the Greg Mason 
Discovery Centre. Staughton Vale provides an idyllic view of the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

  ✓     

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 

✓ Science 
✓ Critical and Creative Thinking 

 

Program  

Year Level ELC Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

              

Description  

Grammar 
Values 

Ambition Confidence Discipline Kindness Leadership Respect 

      

Australian 
Curriculum 

Links 
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Section 7 – Facilities 

Staughton Vale staff building – The Staughton Vale staff building is a modern facility, architecturally 

designed with sound environmental principles in mind. It consists of a large informal facility which 

includes an open plan kitchen and dining area. The staff building  sits in the valley directly below the 

Brisbane Ranges and its picturesque valley. Visitors to the staff building enjoy superb views across 

pastures and orchards, and further upwards to Staughton Vale’s bush conservation areas, with the 

You Yangs and Mt Anakie right next door. 

Administration building – The administration accommodation wing can accommodate groups of up 

to 60, plus eight staff. 

Learning Centre – The Staughton Vale Lodge also includes 6 modern style and environmentally 

friendly learning spaces which host various educational sessions. 

The Observation Centre – The Observation Centre is one of two remote sites at Staughton Vale. This 

facility is located about 1km from the Staughton Vale Lodge at the top of the property with 

photographic views across the Western Plains. Education sessions are run from this site and there is 

also the opportunity to camp overnight in the surrounding bushland. 

Grandma’s Gully – Grandma’s Gully bush camp is the second of our remote sites. This site features a 

tranquil bush campsite with a large grassy area for pitching tents. Groups who visit this site will learn 

bush skills, animal tracking and plant identification. They learn responsibility for camp safety, 

cleanliness and cooking. Grandma’s Gully bush camp is used for both day visits and journey based 

overnight camping. 

Woolshed – The woolshed is a facility often visited by our groups to witness firsthand, the process of 

shearing, worming and handling sheep. Groups also get to participate in a hands-on activity explaining 

the process of shearing sheep and cleaning wool. 

Market Garden, Hayshed and Hothouse – The beautiful orchards and veggie patch are a short 2 

minute walk from the administration building, just past the old hay shed and hot house. The gardens 

feature native grasses and plants as well as a well-established orchard and veggies patch, and is used 

for various educational activities such as worm farming, bee hotels (learning about the importance 

and life of bees), native and Indigenous plant identification. The garden areas complimented by 

composting zones to promote permaculture and community mindedness. 

Walking trails – There are several walking trails that go through the property, leading to both our 

remote sites, Greg Mason Discovery Centre and Grandma’s Gully Bush Camp. The trails feature a 

variety of landscapes such as paddocks, grasslands and bush. On these walks, students will have the 

opportunity to spot native flora and fauna. 

Indigenous History – Staughton Vale is part of the traditional lands of the Wadawurrung people.  

Games and activity area – The property also allows a games area for students to participate in 

games such as soccer, outdoor chess, Ga Ga Ball, Frisbee and other social games.  

Dams – The property comes complete with 7 dams. These are used for numerous activities including 

fishing for Yabbys and water testing for levels, turbidity, macroinvertebrates and more. 
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Section 8 – Photo Montage 
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Section 9 – Community Partnerships 

Organisation Notes Contacts  

Landcare 
Trust 

Roger MacRaild represents the Rowsely Landcare Group which 
is the community to the South of Bacchus Marsh from Glenmore 
to StaughtonVale 
 
This group connects a community that is changing from 
traditional larger farms into lifestyle blocks on the edge of town.  

https://www.lan
dcarevic.org.au/
groups/portphilli
pwesternport/ro
wsley/  

Friends of 
the Brisbane 
Ranges 

Friends of Brisbane Ranges aims to learn about the 
environment, ecology, flora, fauna, and history of the Brisbane 
Ranges National Park and Steiglitz Historic Park. 

Group members meet regularly to learn more about the diverse 
ecology of the Park through citizen science activities and hands-
on conservation work. And for members, this is an enjoyable 
and involving way to appreciate the natural beauty of the park 
while protecting the Park’s environmental values. 

 

https://fobr.org.
au/  

Duke of 
Edinburgh 

The Award is a leading structured (non-formal education) youth 
development program, empowering all young Australians aged 
14-24 to explore their full potential and find their purpose, 
passion and place in the world, regardless of their location or 
circumstance. The Award is a fully inclusive program and has no 
social, political, or religious affiliations. 

https://dukeofed
.com.au/  

Outdoor 
Education 
Australia 

Outdoor Education Australia (OEA)  was established in 2006 as 
a national network of outdoor education associations. The 
organisation facilitates communication between state and 
territory outdoor education associations about the practice and 
delivery of outdoor education; advocates for outdoor education 
across primary, secondary and tertiary education; and provides 
policy advice. 

https://outdoore
ducationaustrali
a.org.au/  

Koala Clancy 
Foundation 

Koala Clancy Foundation is inspiring travellers and local 
communities to help ensure a future for wild koalas. 
Koala Clancy Foundation is a not for profit incorporated 
association and registered charity that  supports the wild koalas 
of the Western Plains of Victoria, particularly around the You 
Yangs and Brisbane Ranges, west of Melbourne.     

https://www.koa
laclancyfoundati
on.org.au/  

Bacchus 
Marsh 
Seedling 
Farm 

Bacchus Marsh Seedling Farm P/L is a family owned business set 
up in 1970 with a production of 3 to 6 million plants per year. 

In 2005 we opened a retail section at the same location as our 
wholesale nursery so the public can buy at wholesale rates. 

https://www.bm
seedlingfarm.co
m.au/  

Sport Aus Sporting Schools is an Australian Government initiative 
designed to help schools increase children's participation in 
sport and connect them with community sport opportunities. 

https://www.spo
rtaus.gov.au/sch
ools  

https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/rowsley/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/rowsley/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/rowsley/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/rowsley/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/rowsley/
https://fobr.org.au/
https://fobr.org.au/
https://dukeofed.com.au/
https://dukeofed.com.au/
https://outdooreducationaustralia.org.au/
https://outdooreducationaustralia.org.au/
https://outdooreducationaustralia.org.au/
https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/
https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/
https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/
https://www.bmseedlingfarm.com.au/
https://www.bmseedlingfarm.com.au/
https://www.bmseedlingfarm.com.au/
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/schools
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/schools
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/schools


 

19 
 

Dairy 
Australia 

Picasso Cows is a FREE curriculum program designed to educate 
primary school children about the Australian dairy industry and 
the health and nutrition benefits of dairy foods as part of a 
balanced diet. 

https://www.dai
ry.edu.au/picass
o-cows  

National 
Tree Day 
(Planet Ark) 

The last Friday in July is dedicated to Schools Tree Day. Each 
year, thousands of schools participate nationwide in 
environmental activities that educate individuals about the 
world around them. Activities range from planting bush tucker 
gardens, building habitat for native wildlife, nature play and 
more. 

https://treeday.
planetark.org/  

 

  

https://www.dairy.edu.au/picasso-cows
https://www.dairy.edu.au/picasso-cows
https://www.dairy.edu.au/picasso-cows
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://treeday.planetark.org/


 

20 
 

Section 10 – Existing VRQA 

 

 

https://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/StateRegister/Provider.aspx/DetailsCampus?AccountID=fd0b4614-

0379-e711-80db-005056ba60c3  

 

https://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/StateRegister/Provider.aspx/DetailsCampus?AccountID=fd0b4614-0379-e711-80db-005056ba60c3
https://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/StateRegister/Provider.aspx/DetailsCampus?AccountID=fd0b4614-0379-e711-80db-005056ba60c3

