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Literacy Week 

What an exciting week had by all! The week offered a wonderful distraction from the remote learning programs and we 
would like to thank all our students, staff and parents for getting involved in this year’s Literacy Week. Although offered in 
a different format, we are incredibly pleased with the excitement it created.  

Some of the highlights were the whole school dress up day, guest speaker sessions, writing workshops, lunchtime activities, 
staff sharing their favourite picture story books and the associated letter puzzle competition, the video message from Shane 
Jacobson for our Year 4 students who have been studying Oddball, and the fantastic lessons that were created by our 
wonderful teachers. 

We would like to thank all staff for creating an amazing experience for our students and a special thank you to Nicole 
Heywood for creating this year’s mascot, Reid A Lot. 

We welcome any feedback and/or suggestions so feel free to email any of the committee members: Mrs Feona West, Mrs 
Danielle Copeman, Mrs Nici Deller, Mrs Kelly Dilges or Mrs Sarah Hunter. 

To view more photos from Literacy Week, please visit the school website. Thank you to all the families who shared their 
photos this week. We were not able to fit all photos submitted, however, we hope to display more in the Yearbook and 
Grammarian. 

 

  

https://www.bmg.vic.edu.au/2020/09/04/literacy-week-2020/


 

Literacy Week – “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds” 

  



 

Australian Teacher Aide Appreciation Week 

This week we stopped in our 
busy and slightly up-side-
down world to celebrate the 
amazing work being 
achieved by our Teacher 
Aides at Bacchus Marsh 
Grammar. 

It was a fitting week to 
celebrate their commitment 
and love for their job as they 
immersed themselves in 
Literacy Week by helping 
students to engage in 
activities, dressing up to 

bring a smile to everyone’s faces and decorating rooms to ensure students really connected to the literacy theme. It was a 
day filled with witches, mad hatters, Thing One and Thing Two , trees and foxes, just to name a few. 

Teacher Aides (TA) always play a key role in supporting students in schools. The work they have taken on during the current 
COVID-19 lockdown confirms the strong connection they make with students and teachers.  Teachers have been able to 
deliver lessons to students while the support staff has been able to guide students through the work that has been set for 
them.   

At Bacchus Marsh Grammar, we are fortunate enough to have our intern program which allows past students involved in 
post-secondary learning to fulfil the role of assistants in our school. Every day, TAs and interns welcome students into the 
school, either meeting them from the bus or at the gate on their arrival. 

A huge thank you to our team of assistants across the school; the work you do to support staff and students is invaluable 
and greatly appreciated. 

Mrs Wendy Green – Assistant Principal and Mrs Lisa Scotson - Unit Manager: Student Services 

Maddingley Parent/Teacher Interviews – Middle and Senior School 

Thank you to all the parents who made appointments to speak with their child’s teachers over the past two interview 
sessions. 

The final session for interviews will be held via Zoom next Wednesday 9 September from 3.30pm – 8.30pm. Bookings are 
still available via the myBMG Parent Portal until 12.00 noon midday Tuesday 8 September. 

Mr Dean Pepplinkhouse – Head of Middle School & Mrs Debra Ogston – Head of Senior School 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Delivering the Duke of Edinburgh Award at Bacchus Marsh Grammar School during COVID-19 has provided some unique 
challenges.  There are currently no camps scheduled to take place in 2020 and Year 9 students will instead take part in a 
virtual online camp to fulfil that component of the award.  The other three components of the award, namely skill, service 
and physical recreation, are all able to be completed at this time.   

Until Christmas 2020, the Duke of Edinburgh International Award office has relaxed restrictions on who can be an assessor.  
As a result, parents or other family members are at present able to assess components of the award.  

A flyer, containing ideas to enable students to complete each component of the award, will be sent home shortly. Tutor 
teachers are also working with students to assist them in obtaining this award. Any questions regarding the Duke of 
Edinburgh award can be sent to Mr. Michael Howell or me at any time. 

Mr Tony Castrignano – Year 9 Coordinator 



 

Student Achievement – Isabella Renda - Congratulations 

We would like to congratulate Isabella Renda in Year 10 on becoming a State Finalist in this year’s Wool4School design 
competition. Wool4School is an annual student design competition encouraging budding fashion designers to show the 

nation what they are made of. 
Wool4School involves more 
than 10,000 students 
nationwide, not only learning 
the fundamentals of fashion 
design, but also exploring the 
benefits and versatility of wool 
and the fabric it creates. 

Isabella was one of over 5,500 
students who entered the 
Year 9/10 category and was 
one of four Victorian State 
Finalists. This is the first time a 
student from Bacchus Marsh 
Grammar has become a State 
finalist. It is a wonderful 
achievement and provides 
Isabella with the credit she 
deserves for the amazing 
entry she submitted. 

Congratulations Isabella! 

Mrs Jacinta Davie – Specialist Teacher 

Student Wellbeing 

There is more to say after RUOK?  

Thursday 10 September is RUOK? Day, a day when we are reminded to ask, “Are you ok?” and to remember that on every 
day of the year we can support people who may be struggling with life’s ups and downs.  

At Bacchus Marsh Grammar, we know that regular, meaningful conversation can make a difference. You don’t have to be 
an expert to ask how someone is going, just a good friend and a good listener.  

This year the RUOK? initiative continues to shine a light on the times we should be asking our friends and loved ones this 
important question. We want everyone in our school community to know that if something is up with someone you know, 
if there is something going on in their life, or you notice a change in what they are doing or saying, it is time to trust your 
gut instinct and ask them, “Are you OK?” To help people keep the conversation going when someone says they are not OK, 
we encourage everyone to learn what to say after RUOK? 

We continue to foster and facilitate activities that promote these supportive connections within our school community with 
students and staff from Prep right through to Year 12. 

RUOK? Is a national charity dedicated to encouraging all of us to have those regular, meaningful conversations to support 
someone who may be struggling.  

You can learn more about the signs and how to ask RUOK? at www.ruok.org.au 

Student Wellbeing Team 

Creative Writing Club - Zine Submissions 

This is an exciting opportunity for students to submit their creative writing to our Creative Writing Club zine. Students in 
Years 5 to 12 from both Maddingley and Woodlea campus are welcome to contribute. Please read the poster at the end of 
the Newsletter for details of the submission deadline and other requirements. Contact clarkje@bmg.vic.edu for further 
information.  

Ms Jennifer Clark 

http://www.ruok.org.au/
mailto:clarkje@bmg.vic.edu


 

Junior School News  

Year 3 – Woodlea Crazy Hair 

Recently, Woodlea Year 3s got creative with a Crazy Hair Day.  The hair designs were imaginative, artistic and resourceful 
with students using items they found around the home.  Students then used their persuasive writing skills to create a poster 
using strong modal verbs encouraging others to vote for them. Well done to all students for their effort and fantastic 
persuasive pieces. 

 

 

Year 3 Woodlea Team: Miss Samantha Bowden, Miss Ashlee Taylor and Miss Kaitlin White 

 

Essential Services Worker Day 

Last Friday Class 4WC celebrated Essential Services Worker Day! This was to pay tribute to all the essential service workers 
who are working so hard during this pandemic to keep us safe. Students dressed up as essential workers such as retail staff, 
nurses, pharmacists, doctors, aged care workers and construction workers. Students then made a poster to convince me to 
vote for them as we are learning persuasive writing skills during this term. There was great participation and we had 
conversations around being extremely grateful for the services offered by essential workers.  

 

 

Mrs Sharmeen Hussein - Teacher 4WC 

  

Navdeesh Bains – 3WB Anahita Anand - 3WC Samarah Hussein -3WA 

Aaban Ahmed  – 4WC Aarya Avinash – 4WC 



 

Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to the following students who recently completed the Challenge: 

Vasish Vasireddy 7WA Daniel Graham 9B 

Keneisha Dubey 6WC David Graham 6B 

Luca Butler-Nguyen 5C Guntas Kaur 3C 

Nathan Roberts 4C All Woodlea Preps 

If your child has completed the Challenge, please email westf@bmg.vic.edu.au to advise.  Currently, students cannot be 
finalised and verified until this email is received. 

Mrs Feona West - Coordinator: Library P-6 

Bus Information 

Country Bus Travel 

Application to Travel forms for 2021 for those students who reside in country areas have been sent to parents via post.  A 
reminder that forms are due back today Friday 4 September. These must be completed annually and failure to return this 
form by the due date may result in your child not being eligible for travel in 2021. Please return forms to the school or via 
email to bus@bmg.vic.edu.au. 

2021 Bus Travel Arrangements 

If your child/ren’s current private bus travel arrangements in 2020 are going to change or require to change for 2021, (eg – 
moving home, updated address, no longer require a private bus service) please contact the School Bus Service Administrator 
on 5366 4800 or email bus@bmg.vic.edu.au to discuss options and availability. 

Mrs Leanne Robertson - School Bus Services Administrator 

Book Club News – Issue 6 available now 

Issue 6 catalogue is now out and ready to accept orders until the end of Term 3. Your Scholastic order will be delivered to 
your home (postage & handling $5.99). Orders can still be placed with Issue 5 catalogue but will incur another postage and 
handling charge. 

Here is the link to the online catalogues: https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/ 

If you haven’t ordered before, you will need to register.  

• Create an account - assign either to yourself or one of your children. You are 

advised to just set up one account and place your orders for all your children 

under this account. As orders  incur a postage & handling fee of $5.99 this will 

reduce your overall cost. 

• Your child’s designated teacher is the Year Level Coordinator as we no longer 

have separate class teachers listed. 

Maddingley: 
Prep: Kylie McKerrow/ Year 1: Helen Saunders/ Year 2: Sian Rawlinson/ Year 3: Jodie Taniguchi-Muston/ Year 4: Lisa 
Stephens/ Year 5: Trevor Hilton/ Year 6: Wes McLaughlin. 
Senior School orders can be placed under Diane Dunn as designated teacher. 
Woodlea: 
Prep – Year 7 orders nominate Feona West as designated teacher. 
Your order also generates rewards used for valuable school resources. Thank you for your support 

Mrs Diane Dunn (Maddingley Campus) & Mrs Feona West (Woodlea Campus) - Scholastic Book Club Coordinators 

BMG Community Contacts  

Bacchus Marsh Grammar Uniform 

Updates from Noone detailing operations for both the On-Campus Shop and Rushfords are listed on the school website. 

mailto:westf@bmg.vic.edu.au
mailto:bus@bmg.vic.edu.au
mailto:bus@bmg.vic.edu.au
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/
https://www.bmg.vic.edu.au/enrolments/uniform/


 

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) – YMCA Ballarat  

YMCA Ballarat continue to operate Out of School Hours Care.  See details via the school website. 

Enrolments are now completed online. View the upcoming Vacation Care program at the end of the Newsletter.  

Email: chrissie.ashmore@ymca.org.au  Phone: 0490 178 638 W: www.ballarat.ymca.org.au 

Maddingley:      Woodlea: 
bacchusmarsh.oshc@ymca.org.au or 0438 154 842  woodlea.oshc@ymca.org.au or 0490 490 362 
Location: South Maddingley Road, Maddingley, Victoria 3340  Location: 111 Frontier Avenue, Aintree, Victoria. 3336. 

Student Absentees 

Maddingley Campus 
Absentee Line 5366 4888 or Absentee Email – maddingley_absentees@bmg.vic.edu.au 

Woodlea Campus 
Absentee Line 5366 4988 or Absentee Email – woodlea_absentees@bmg.vic.edu.au 

Maddingley Campus 
South Maddingley Road 
Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340 
P +61 3 5366 4800   
F +61 3 5366 4850 

Woodlea Campus 
111 Frontier Avenue 
Aintree VIC 3336 
P +61 3 5366 4900   
F +61 3 5366 4950 

 

Woodlea Early Learning Centre 
5-7 Quarry Road 
Aintree VIC 3336 
P +61 3 5366 4999   

General School Email: school@bmg.vic.edu.au  School Website: www.bmg.vic.edu.au 

  

https://www.bmg.vic.edu.au/student-services/after-school-programs/
mailto:chrissie.ashmore@ymca.org.au
http://www.ballarat.ymca.org.au/
mailto:bacchusmarsh.oshc@ymca.org.au
mailto:woodlea.oshc@ymca.org.au
mailto:maddingley_absentees@bmg.vic.edu.au
mailto:woodlea_absentees@bmg.vic.edu.au
mailto:school@bmg.vic.edu.au
https://www.bmg.vic.edu.au/


 

Creative Writing Club - Zine Submissions 

 



 

YMCA Ballarat – Vacation Care program 21/9 to 2/10 
 


